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TV Viewing, Peer Interaction Classification, and
“Peer Relationships” of Children

Yu-Sian Chen™ Jia-Ru Li™ Jia-Ling Lo™"

Abstract

Peer relationships among growing children are important for emotional
support and modelling. Peer interaction classifications may be associated
with peer relationships. As more TV programs aimed at children are
developed, it is important to pay attention to children’s TV watching habits
and motivations, and how these effect peer interaction and peer relationships.
227 5-6th grade students from Changhua served as the subjects of this study.
t-tests, Chi-tests, Pearson’s correlation, and multiple regressions were used
in our analysis. The findings are as follows:

1. More than 50% Children watch TV every day, and nearly half of
Children watch TV more than two hours on holiday Children’s favorite
programs are non-fighting cartoons, movies and idol dramas. The main
motivations given for viewing are recreation, personal identity and collecting
information.

2. Prefer watching movies and variety shows are correlated with
positive peer relationships (i.e., friendship, peer acceptance); prefer
watching ““fighting cartoons are correlated with negative peer relationships
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(i.e., isolation, rejected or attachment to deviant peer).”

3. Children who watching TV with intention to collect information have
more positive peer relations. Interestingly, watching TV for the sake of
adding talking topics for friends are both related with positive peer
relationship and negative peer relationship. This might be inferred that other
variables are necessary be considered together.

4. As to peer interaction classification, positive peer relationships
correlate with *‘studying hard” and *‘adventure; and negative peer
relationships correlate with “impulse’ and “adventure.”

5. Children who are Non-habitual TV viewers, more prefer watching
movies, more keep with hard-working friends, have more positive relationship.
The result was partly consistent with what Lai and Gwung (2013) found.
Children who are more eager to improve conversation topics for friends by
watching TV, highly watching fighting cartoons, and make friends who have
more impulsive behaviors have more negative peer relationships.

The study found that Watching Behavior and peer interaction
classification can be the connected indicators for children’s interpersonal
interactions.

Keywords: children, peer relationship, peer interaction classification and TV
viewing behavior
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